RACIAL AND CULTURAL CONNOTATIONS                       27

of art, music, writing, poetry, sports, and such like, it is not very
obvious how and why they should lead to so serious a conflict
between the Orient and the Occident that each kept one hand on
the sword and that, too, since Palaeolithic times.

It should be added in parenthesis that Professor Wissler finds
the classification of civilization into Occidental and Oriental
inadequate. He adds the "Middle American culture" of the
"aboriginal America" as the "third great culture province" (ibid.,
p. 241). He prefers also to use "Euro-American" in the place of
"Occidental," as Occidental culture extends beyond Europe to
America.

The dominant characteristics of Euro-American culture, says
Professor Wissler, are "mechanical invention, mass education, and
universal suffrage" (ibid., p. 5). He does not affirm that these are
characteristic of the West in contrast to the East. Whether they
characterize both or only one, they do not seem to justify a conflict
between the West and the East, much less from Palaeolithic times,
if only for the reason that these characteristics are of recent origin
even in the West.

The differences between the Occident and the Orient, which
Professor Wissler postulates, are, according to him, conditioned
by the different geographical environment of each at its genesis.
"The schism, therefore, between Occidental culture and the
Oriental is, as we have hinted, the old one between the mesa and
the tundra. Occidental cultures were conditioned by the ways of
the tundra9 (ibid., p. 240-41), The tundra are the lowland region
of "coniferous forests, fading out into the treeless tundra" in
Northern Europe and Asia. The Oriental is conditioned by the
mesa, the highland region which forms "the backbone of the world"
from Gibraltar to Alaska, across central Asia and Tibet. "The old
fundamental mesa culture is the same for the Neolithic highlands
of Europe, Egypt, Sumeria, Babylonia, India and China" (ibid.,
p, 240). In so far as culture is conditioned by mesa and tundra and
inasmuch as they both traverse both Asia and Europe from the
Pacific to the Atlantic and as the tundra is to the north of the mesa,
it would be more appropriate to speak of a Northern, tundra.